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[0020] (2) A procedure for providing contents to a user 

Next, a procedure for providing contents to a user is described 
with reference to the flowchart shown in FIG. 6. The procedure for 
providing contents to a user is a procedure in which the database 
is searched, in response to a desire for use received from a user, 
to retrieve multimedia information satisfying the desire for use, 
to thereby provide the retrieved multimedia information to the user . 
First, a desire for use from a user is received (S201) . In this 
case, the user inputs data relating to the desire for use through 
a user interface using a keyboard or a touch panel provided to a 
user terminal, and the data thus input is inputted to the host computer 
100. Forexample, the user inputs, from the user terminal, conditions 
including the name of a contents holder and the name of contents, 
as the data relating to the desire for use, whereby the data is 
inputted to the host computer 100. The user terminal and the host 
computer are connected to each other via a network such as the 
Internet. 

[0027] Next, following the data providing process, a process 

for counting a usage charge is performed (S210) . The usage charge 
for the provided contents is calculated based on the usage charge 




data stored in the use condition database 111a and the data relating 
to the used amount designated by the user. Then, the usage charge 
database 111b is updated (S211) . The used amount data stored in 
the usage charge database 111b is read out, to which the used amount 
of the provided contents is added so as to obtain a numeric value, 
and the numeric value is stored as a new usage charge data . Similarly, 
the usage charge data is read out, to which the numeric value 
calculated in Step S210 is added, so as to be stored as new usage 
charge. In addition, in the historical data, data relating to the 
output destination of the provided data is also stored. When the 
above-mentioned process is completed, the process returns to Step 
S201, in which another input of a desire for use is received. 

[0030] (4) A procedure for paying a counter value to a contents 

holder 

Next, a procedure for paying a counter value to a contents 
holder is described with reference to the flowchart shown in FIG. 
8. First, a counter value with respect to the contents holder is 
calculated (S401) . The payment ratio data defined for each contents 
and usage category is read out, and the usage charge calculated 
in Step S210 of FIG. 6 is multiplied by the payment ratio data, 
to thereby calculate the counter value. Then, the counter value 
database 113a is updated (S402) . Specifically, the usage state 



relating to the identical contents is monitored, and the calculated 
counter value and the data relating to the contents holder are 
associated with each other and stored in the counter value database 
113a as shown in FIG. 4. After that, the counter value is paid 
(returned) to the contents holder (S403) . In other words, based 
on the data stored in the counter value database 113a, a process 
for outputting the counter value to the contents holder and a process 
for settling the output counter value between the system operator 
and the contents holder are performed. The procedure for paying 
a counter value to a contents holder is performed through, for example, 
an electronic settlement process , a bank transfer process , or a 
payment statement creating process. 



FIG. 6 

5201 RECEIVE DESIRE FOR USE 

5202 RETRIEVE MULTIMEDIA INFORMATION CORRESPONDING TO DESIRE FOR 
USE 

5203 IS CORRESPONDING MULTIMEDIA INFORMATION STORED? 
S2 04 SEARCH ANOTHER DATABASE 

5205 DOES CORRESPONDING MULTIMEDIA INFORMATION EXIST? 

5206 PROMPT SETTING OF NEW CONDITION 

5207 RECEIVE CORRESPONDING MULTIMEDIA INFORMATION 

5208 PROCESS MULTIMEDIA INFORMATION INTO DESIRED USAGE FORM 



5209 PROVIDE MULTIMEDIA INFORMATION TO USER APPLYING FOR THE 
INFORMATION 

5210 COUNT USAGE CHARGE 

5211 UPDATE USAGE CHARGE DATABASE 

FIG. 8 

S4 01 CALCULATE COUNTER VALUE 

S4 02 UPDATE COUNTER VALUE DATABASE 

S4 03 PAY (RETURN) COUNTER VALUE 
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(54) CONTENTS OPERATION METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To smoothly circulate 
contents. 

SOLUTION: When a system operator receives the 
deposit of contents from a contents holder, the contents 
are converted into digital data, which are stored in a 
database 101. A user retrieves contents meeting desired 
use conditions by operating a user's terminal and when 
the contents meeting the conditions are stored in the 
database, the user follows a procedure for use to 
receive the contents in desired form from the system 
operator, is informed of the charge for use through a 
charging process, and pays the charge to the system 
operator through a charge collecting process. Once 
depositing the contents to the system operator, the 
contents holder is able to get the counter value from the 
system operator through a counter value paying 
processing. 
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